
OFC Late Winter and Spring Newsletter 2012 
 

                                    Happy Christmas and a Green New Year! 
 
In 2011 it was bats - in 2012 it could be jellyfish, sea-urchins and spider crabs.  In the spring the Bat 
Group was integrated into the Club and continues to go from strength to strength gathering valuable 
data on the County’s bat population. 
Club members have for some time been concerned about the lack of focus on the recording of the 
wealth of important and fascinating marine life, both vertebrate and invertebrate, which abound in 
Orkney waters.  An informal group has been formed to address this oversight and we hope that this 
group will also become part of the Club.  More information is given below as well as details of a 
talk on the subject by Penny Martin, leader of the group.  
 
OFC Late Winter and Spring Programme 2012 
We normally hold our Club Nights at 7.30pm in the St Magnus Centre (just uphill from the 
Cathedral).  Non-members will be warmly welcomed and are invited to stay for refreshments after 
the event.  We charge members £1 and non-members £2 to cover the cost of advertising and room 
hire; entry for under-19s is free. 
Folk wishing to attend outdoor meetings are asked to get in touch with the named contact a few 
days beforehand and on the day to bring warm waterproof clothing and footwear and refreshment.  
Last minute programme changes will, if possible, be notified on Radio Orkney, by phone, on the 
Club’s website or by e-mail if we have your address.   
If you don’t have transport please let the contact know and we will try to arrange a lift for you. 
 
January 
Sat 31st Dec, Sun 1st or Mon 2nd.  OFC New Year Ramble.    We will take a coastal walk looking 
at the winter seascapes and wildlife, perhaps around Hunda, Echna Bay and Burray, although the 
final choice of venue will depend on the wind and weather forecast.  Contact Dick Matson on 
751426. 
 
February 
Fri 17th.  Club Night.   A Window onto Underwater Orkney.  An illustrated talk by Penny Martin 
on the marine life found in shallow waters around Orkney.  The talk includes some, perhaps little 
known facts, photos and video of common marine life  and an introduction to sea squirts, swimming  
Snails and Spider crabs. 
 
March 
Thurs 1st.   OFC AGM, Social and Discussion Evening.   After brief AGM business which 
includes the election of a new committee we will have refreshments and hold an informal 
discussion on wildlife topics.  It is your chance to quiz the experts on environmental matters and ask 
for help with identifying difficult species, so bring along any specimens, photos, etc.   St Magnus 
Centre at 7.30pm.    
Sun 4th.   Winter Bird Race.   Joint event with the RSPB LG.  Teams of four will rove the Orkney 
countryside counting the different species between 9am and 5.30pm.  Then we will meet up at the 



Lynnfield Hotel by 6pm to compare notes, with the option of having a bar meal.  In each team we 
will try to achieve a balance of the experienced with the less experienced.   Book with Dick Matson 
on 751426 by 20th Feb.  Dick will have a menu available for folk staying for a bar meal.  
Fri 16th.  Club Night.  Getting to Know Orkney’s Mosses and Liverworts (provisional). The 
Scapa Flow Partnership Project Scheme sponsored a very successful visit to Orkney by expert Nick 
Hodgetts last September to conduct a course on the County’s Bryophytes.   Nick is returning again 
under the auspices of SFLPS to conduct fieldwork and workshops and has kindly agreed to give a 
talk to the Club.   
  
April 
Sun 8th.   Durkadale Picnic and Working Party.  Joint event with the RSPB LG.  Annual 
maintenance at the RSPB and OFC native tree plantations in Durkadale, south of Hundland Loch.  
There could be some spring wildlife to look out for and we will enjoy our traditional picnic.  
Contact Jenny Taylor on 811231. 
Sun 15th.  Harrier Sky-dancing.   Joint event with the RSPB LG.  A guided walk in the Birsay 
Moors to watch the spectacular courtship display of the Hen Harrier.  We should also see other 
birds of prey such as Merlins, Kestrels, Buzzards and Short-eared Owls.  Meet at the Rendall 
Community Centre at 9.30am.  Families welcome.  Contact Graham and Kathie Brown on 841390. 
Fri 20th.   Club Night.   Subject and speaker to be notified (possibly a talk on Seals). 
Sat/Sun 21st/22nd.  Bag the Bruck.  Joint event with the RSPB LG.  Volunteers are requested to 
help with the annual clean-up of Orkney’s beaches where netting, rope, plastic and other rubbish 
pose a danger to our wildlife.  RSPB LG will tackle Waulkmill Bay on the Saturday and OFC will 
do Marwick Bay on the Sunday.  Come any time between 10am and 2pm.  Contact the RSPB 
Office on 850176 or Brian Ribbands (OFC) on 751439.  
 
Lichen Events 
These events will be notified in the New Year to anyone who has registered their interest with the 
leader of the Lichen Group, Roger Davies, and will be posted on the Field Club website calendar.  
Roger can be contacted by phone on 01856 721395 or e-mail at roger@headweb.co.uk    New 
members will be warmly welcomed.  
 
RSPB Local  Group Programme 
Sun 4th March.   Winter Bird Race.  See OFC programme. 
Fri 30th March.  RSPB LG Spring Meeting.  Germany in June - Birds, Birds, More Birds and  
Salamander.  Julian Branscombe describes a birding holiday through north Germany, from the 
surprising wildlife riches around Germany's industrial heartland of the Ruhr, to the fabulous eagle-
filled wetlands of the Lower Oder Valley on the border with Poland. 
 
Sun 1st April.   Birding by Bus.  We will repeat the popular event held last March, running a coach 
tour round West Mainland between 10am and 2pm showing members good bird-watching hot-spots 
with expert guidance.  Meet at the Ring of Brodgar car-park at 9.45. 
Cost between £8 and £10 a head.  Book by 18th March with Dick Matson on 751426.    
Sun 8th April.   Durkadale  Picnic and Working Party.  See OFC programme 
Sun 15th April.   Harrier Sky-dancing.  See OFC programme. 
Sat 21st/ Sun 22nd April.  Bag the Bruck.  See OFC programme. 
 
Scottish Ornithologists’ Club Programme 
Thurs 9th Feb.   St John’s Pool by Julian Smith.  An illustrated story of the creation of this highly 
successful wildlife pool near St John’s Loch in Caithness.  St Magnus Centre 7.30pm.  Contact: 
Colin Corse 01856 874484. 
Thurs 8th March.   Bhutan – the Unexplored East.  Monasteries and Birds.  An illustrated talk 
by Mike Betts.   St Magnus Centre 7.30pm.   Contact: Colin Corse 01856 874484. 



Wildlife Explorers’ Programme 
Sun 29th January Big Garden Bird Watch  
10.30am-12.30pm. Venue - Dale, Costa  
Sun 26th February ‘Love is in the Air’ - Bird Behaviour and their families  
2-4 p.m. Venue – St Mary’s Community Hall  
Sun 25th March ‘Be a Fossil Hunter and Discover Orkney Rocks!’ 
2-4 pm Venue – West Mainland, specific location to be confirmed nearer to date.  
April   The Wildlife Explorers will be involved with Orkney RSPB ‘Bag the Bruck’. All extra 
hands will be welcome to keep our beaches and wildlife habitats clean.  
 
OFC Dinner.   Because many members were so busy in the run up to Christmas we were obliged to 
cancel the Christmas Dinner.  We have rearranged the dinner for Friday 3rd February at the 
Lynnfield Hotel, 7.30 for 8pm.  Please book with the secretary on 751426 by 24th January.  He will 
be able to give you the menu (this will also be on the Club’s website).   
 
The OFC Website.  For those who are not already aware, the Club’s website address is:    
www.orkneycommunities.co.uk/FIELDCLUB 
The website tells you all about the Club, its aims and aspirations, projects and publications, species 
recording and the OBRC (see below) and various sub-groups.  It also contains the latest Club news 
and a calendar of Club events. 
You can also find out about membership and download an application form. 
  
Stoats.   The threat to our wildlife from introduced stoats is still very real. The stoat trapping 
programme was suspended at the end of last winter.  SNH hope to get the programme under way 
again in early December using experienced trappers under contract.  Meanwhile the RSPB is setting 
up a stoat monitoring programme on their reserves, and will also provide equipment and training to 
volunteers to monitor stoat “hot-spot” areas elsewhere.  Details have yet to be announced but we do 
know that it will only be necessary to inspect the monitoring tubes once a week.  We are very keen 
to find volunteers for this vital monitoring work.  If you are able to help please contact the Secretary 
on 751426 or SNH on 875302.  
 
Otters.   Vehicle traffic continues to be a threat to the County’s otter population and road deaths are 
still being reported, albeit not on the scale of this time last year.  On behalf of OFC Chris Booth is 
working with the OIC Roads Dept to have otter reflectors re-installed at the main trouble spots.  
These effective devices which reflect vehicle headlight beams onto the roadside verges were 
installed some years ago by the Roads Dept but are subject to damage, vandalism and 
misappropriation.   Chris would be grateful for any offers of assistance.  He will be temporarily out 
of Orkney for a while and so for the moment please contact the secretary on 751426.   
 
OFC 2012 Bulletin.  The Bulletin Sub-committee will be meeting soon to make preliminary plans 
for the 2012 Bulletin. We would greatly appreciate any contributions from our members in the form 
of articles about Orkney’s wildlife.  Have you been recording observations about the wildlife in 
your garden or in a particular area?  Perhaps you have had a close encounter with mammals, birds, 
insects, marine creatures, etc, or some other wildlife experience which you would like members to 
know about. 
The deadline for contributions isn’t until 29th February but it would be helpful for us for planning 
purposes to know in the next couple of weeks if you intend to submit any articles.  If you would like 
advice on contributing articles or wish to notify us of your intention to submit an article please 
contact Roger Davies on 721395 or at roger@headweb.co.uk    Guidelines for contributors are 
included on the last page of the 2011 Bulletin.     
 



OFC Target Species Project.   The committee are seeking to engage members and the public at 
large in the practice of recording Orkney’s wildlife.  It is only by referring to a comprehensive 
database of wildlife records that planners are able to minimise damage to sensitive areas which are 
being considered for development.  Recording also helps to build up a picture of species 
populations – particularly important where these are under threat.   
The committee have put together a list of Target Species with which to get folk started. Recently 
Julian Branscombe did some excellent publicity on the Giant Puffball and received some valuable 
records.  Next we are focusing on the Siskin, the Goldfinch and members of the Tit family.  These 
are easily identifiable attractive birds which readily come to garden peanut and seed feeders.  Please 
pass your records to Dick Matson on 751426 or by e-mail at r.matson42@btinternet .com       
In general we would like to know What Species, How Many, Where, When and By Whom 
(please include your phone number and/or e-mail address).  Any records gathered which are not to 
do with the project should be passed to the County Recorder who will collate them at the end of the 
year and forward them to the Orkney Biodiversity Records Centre for inclusion in the computerised 
database.   
For more information on recording please look at the Field Club website.  As well as being 
published on the website a list of County Recorders is given at the back of the Field Club Bulletin. 
 
Membership.   Membership subscriptions are due on the 1st January 2012: Family £15, Adult, £10, 
OAP/Unwaged £6 and Student £3. 
If you have not already paid please complete the enclosed membership form and forward it to: 
Dennis Paice, Ardleigh, Dounby, Orkney, KW17 2JA. 
If you would like to help the Club further you could Gift Aid your sub by filling in the Gift Aid part 
of the form as well. 
If you pay your membership sub by standing order/direct debit and you wish to Gift Aid it, please 
download the Gift Aid form from our website, complete it and return it to Dennis at the above 
address. 
Our website address is:     www.orkneycommunities.co.uk/FIELDCLUB 
 
Proposed Change to the Constitution.   For a number of years members have been unhappy with 
paragraph 6 of the Constitution which states: 
“6. The affairs of the Club shall be conducted by an Executive Committee consisting of the Officers 
of the Club together with seven elected Members and two Members co-opted by the Executive 
Committee itself.” 
The stipulation as regards Co-opted Members was in place to allow for an adjustment to the 
committee composition if it was deemed that a particular area of Orkney or a particular interest 
group, e.g., bird-watchers, was over-represented. However, none of our committee members can 
ever remember such an imbalance occurring.  Moreover it is embarrassing having to ask serving 
committee members seeking re-election to wait until the next committee meeting and then be co-
opted.  Thus it is proposed that the following procedure should be adopted: 
“6. The affairs of the Club shall be conducted by an Executive Committee consisting of the Officers 
of the Club together with a maximum of nine additional Members; where possible these nine shall 
be elected by the AGM, but the Executive Committee shall have the power to co-opt members to 
fill any vacancies.” 
This proposal will be on the agenda for the AGM on 1st March 2012. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Marine Exploration Group. The recording of marine inshore wildlife in Orkney waters has been 
sadly neglected, but now some of our members have taken the initiative by searching rock pools 
and snorkelling along the Orkney shoreline. OFC Committee member, Penny Martin, has been 
leading the way and is keen for others to get involved. Penny has already collected a number of 
records and has taken some remarkable photos and video which have been published by national 
Marine Conservation organisations.      
While it would be desirable to adopt this group into the Club there could be expensive insurance 
implications. These would have to be examined by the committee. While this is being done there is 
obviously nothing to prevent members getting involved with Penny and her friends.  Penny will 
warmly welcome anyone interested in joining her group and can be contacted on 761168 or 
physiopenny@hotmail.co.uk 
She will be doing an illustrated talk on marine life in shallow waters around Orkney on 17th Feb 
and is working with Anne Bignall on plans to run a "Marine Life Event" in 2012.  
Penny would welcome reports of any marine life seen dead or alive on the beaches, in rock pools or 
the sea. 
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